INTRODUCTION
ft is generally said that Paitanathu Pillni was born in Paltanam. Bui Patlanain simply means a sea port town. For instance, Madras is also known in Tamil as Pattanam or Chennapattanam~the sea port town ruled or owned by Chennappa. Our saint was born in that sea port town which was once very famous, and of which we read in almost all the best ancient Tamil books. I think that this sea port twonwas situated somewhere near where the River Cavcry flows into the sea. The town was known to our poets in the South as Caverypum Pattanam. In some of the ancient books like Mani Megalai we find a glorious account of it. There is reason to believe that people of many different faiths lived together. Taking the time into consideration, Caverypum Pattanam was a great cosmopolitan centre of different cultures and civilizations. We find from the earliest descriptions of [his town that they had here Shavites Jains, Buddhists, Hindus from the North and a few Nastikas. There were also traders from foreign countries, and ail of them lived without any immigration restrictions. All of them had their freedom to live and practise the faith which they professed, it is said that this town had many theatres, art palaces, dancing halls and music halls. It is also said that it had palaces, seats of learning, well-established courts of law, ministerial buildings, police courts, and an armour}'. Such was the greatness and grandeur of the sea port town which gave birth to our saint.
The Tamil authors say that our saint's father was a great, merchant prince and that lie was of the Vellab sect-a branch of the Dravidian race. There are quite a number of his poems which help us to understand how rich his parents must have been and what artistic surroundings he must have had, and how luxuriously he must have lived (ill he renounced his Grihasta Ashrama and became a sanyasi In one poem he gives an elaborate description of his own house, the influence of his wife on him, his ivory cot, his silken cushions, art pictures, paintings, statues, gardens, lotus ponds, and so on. There are also poems which help us to understand that our saint himself must have been a rich and influential merchant, owning ships.
The name of the father of Pattanathu Filial was Shiva Neshar. and his beloved mother to whom he was devoted to the last moment of her life, was kno\\n as Gnana Kalampai. They were devout and enthusiastic worshippers of Shiva. They had only one child —our saint—and they gave him the name liruvenkadar. But he is always known as Palianalhu PilL'si Shiva Neshar died when his child was